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What song is playing in your head right now?

“Don’t trust me,” by 3oh!3
Who is your hero/role model? Why?
Denis Leary, because he is hilarious.

Electrician’s Mate 2nd Class Corey Hartley, of Foley, Ala., screws on 
a cap after checking the wiring of a machine on board USS Abra-
ham Lincoln (CVN 72), March 8.



I have never seen the classic black and white version 
of “The Wolfman,” which is a good thing because I 
hate when I go to see a remake and have to spend hours 
comparing it to the original. With an unbiased mind, I 
sat down in the theater with no expectations and no pre-
rendered vision of what the movie should be. 

This dark and stylish film does an excellent job in 
setting the mood for the story. The dark and gloomy 
setting of Blackmoor, England provides a perfect back 
drop for the chilling tale of Lawrence Talbot (Benicio 
Del Toro), a stage actor who returns home to discover the 
truth of his brother’s disappearance. Anthony Hopkins 
provides his usual golden performance as the cold and 
ominous John Talbot, the father of Del Toro’s character. 
The interaction between Del Toro and Hopkins is a very 
strange and complex relationship which helps add more 
depth to an otherwise stoic storyline. 

The romantic aspect of the story is a little awkward. 
Emily Blunt plays Gwen Conliffe, the fiancée of 
Lawrence Talbot’s brother. She definitely holds her own 
alongside powerhouse actors Del Toro and Hopkins, but 
the relationship between her and Del Toro’s character 

lacks the tension and discomfort that you would expect 
from a romantic attraction between a man and his dead 
brother’s fiancée. 

The storyline is a little weak. Every so called “twist” 
is apparent by the time it gets put into motion. However, 
Del Toro, Hopkins and Blunt all manage to rise above the 
shabby storyline, except for one scene at the very end that 
was so poorly executed I literally laughed out loud.

The vicious attack scenes are what raise this movie 
above the levels of mediocrity. I was impressed that the 
producers managed to give the film an almost old-school 
style while simultaneously injecting the sheer brutality 
that’s expected from modern day horror. The first real 
attack scene was one of the most intense and gruesome 
sights I have witnessed in recent cinema. The blood and 
guts look chillingly real, and definitely add to the feeling 
of sheer dread. 

Overall, I enjoyed this movie. I felt that there was a 
little lacking as far as storyline and romantic interaction, 
but it still remains a solid horror experience and a well 
spent $10 if you go see it in theaters. Just don’t go out 
to see it during a full moon!
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I didn’t know what to expect when I began my day at 
E-division’s morning quarters in hangar bay 2. I barely 
knew anything about what they do other than changing 
lights. I became overwhelmed as jargon surrounded me 
that morning, with words such as ballasts, receptacles 
and a 440. However, by the end of the day, I learned 
what Electrician’s Mates (EM) do and more. Their work 
involves more than changing light bulbs and switching an 
off and on button on a power panel. Without the work of 
the EMs, we would not be as comfortable as we are. 

E-division’s work center supervisor, Electrician’s Mate 
2nd Class Corey Hartley, of Foley, Ala., introduced himself 
after quarters. Hartley has been on board USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72) for two years, and spends most of his 
off-duty time with friends or working out in the gym. His 
sense of humor and ability to help others really made the 
day go by smoothly.

Hartley surprised me by explaining how E-division has 
multiple shops such as lighting shop, distribution, power 
shop, electrical safety and tool issue, motor rewind and 



general electrical services. Also, the interior communications 
electricians work in the alarm and warning shop, and sound and 
power shop. All shops have specific jobs around the ship to keep 
it running. At first, I didn’t understand why there were so many 
shops making up the division.

“The ship relies on electricity to run,” said Hartley. “Most 
people don’t realize that even if something doesn’t plug into a 
receptacle, it’s still powered by electricity.”

The lighting shop, located in the forward part of the ship, is 
made up of about 10 EMs. Their main responsibility is to repair 
and install lights, receptacles and dead-end cables. They are 
required to follow safety precautions such as removing all jewelry 
on their hands and wrists, standing on a rubber mat, roping off the 
area with a danger tag, wearing a face shield and rubber gloves 
to prevent electrical shock. All safety equipment was located at 
the electrical safety and tool issue shop, where we had to check 
the gear out and then return it.

“It doesn’t hurt to take all the precautions,” said Electrician’s 
Mate 3rd Class Frank Berry, a Northfield, Minn., native. “The 
number one thing is that we always have to be safe.”

EMs from lighting shop spend most of their time working on 
maintenance and fixing trouble calls. Trouble calls are labeled 
from one to three, one meaning it’s a top priority trouble call.

“In preparation for the Navy’s board of inspection and survey, 
we stayed up many nights and fixed about 800 trouble calls in 
three months,” said Berry. “We only have about 150 trouble 
calls right now.”

Next, Hartley took me aft to the third deck to the motor rewind 
shop. Certain motors on the ship use copper windings to produce 
electricity so it can run. EMs in the motor rewind shop are in 
charge of replacing the copper windings. 

“We may be electricians, but we’re engineers first,” said 
Hartley. “We have to replace and repair all of our appliances.” 

As an engineer, we began working on a ventilation motor that 
became overheated and burned the wiring. The copper was black 

and the soot and ashes were falling from the inside of the pipe. It was 
exciting to see Electrician’s Mate 3rd Class Chuck Norris, of Fort 
Mohave, Ariz., try to repair something that looked destroyed.

“If something is broken, I want to find out why and try to fix 
it,” said Norris. “All the work put into completing something and 
showing for it in the end with the finished product gives me the most 
self-satisfaction.”

Next, Hartley showed me the general electrical systems (GS) shop. 
GS is accountable for the ventilation system onboard Lincoln such 
as heat and air conditioning.

“The ship’s electrical system is different from one in a residence,” 
said Hartley. “We have to make sure the equipment is wired and 
powered for the ship’s systems to run correctly.”

 They are also in charge of all the appliances that run off of the 
ship’s 440 voltage system in the laundry rooms and galleys. This 
includes washers, dryers, ovens, unit coolers and even the soda 
machines. 

“There are uncountable berthings and seven galleys in the ship, 
so we are very busy,” said Electrician’s Mate Fireman Joseph 
Arriesgado, of Staten Island, N.Y. “However, the camaraderie within 
E-division is strong so we help each other get through the day.”

Electrician’s Mate Fireman Kenneth Ellwood, of Millidgevile, Ga., 
and Electrician’s Mate Fireman Anthony Carino, of Sacramento, 
Calif., took me down to the ship’s self-service laundry room to tag 
two washers because certain parts had to be replaced. EMs are known 
as the “king of tag-outs” on the ship.

I was then introduced to E-division’s Leading Chief Petty Officer, 
Senior Chief Electrician’s Mate Romeo Santos of the Philippines. 
Santos expressed his pride in E-division when I asked how he feels 
about their work ethic.

“The EMs work above and beyond,” said Santos. “They are highly 
trained technicians in a broad and dangerous environment. They 
carry that duty humbly and strongly execute that duty.”

Hartley took me to his shop, distribution, located aft on the 0-3 
level. Distribution, also known as Distro, is in charge of the ship’s 



Hz distributions. They repair the electrical side of aircraft elevators 
and deck edge doors. They also provide energy to high frequency 
outputs used for sensitive, combat systems equipment.

When we entered the shop, Electrician’s Mate 3rd Class Michael 
Canoy, of Venton City, Wash., Electrician’s Mate Fireman Aldan 
Verrett, of Lake City, Fla., and Electrician’s Mate Fireman Kirsten 
Girlando, of Puyallup, Wash., were fixing an electrical contactor 
assembly. The contactor supplied frequency to a selector switch to 
power equipment.

Once they repaired the contactor, we had to replace it in the 
equipment. This required everyone’s help because the screws were 
very small, making it difficult to connect the contactor. I watched 
everyone help by giving each other tools and holding a flashlight. 
Hartley also helped the junior Sailors with handling the equipment 
to finish the job while waiting on certain tools.

“We’re all a team,” said Hartley. “We start and finish the job 
together.”

Hartley expressed his fulfillment in helping others when I asked 
how it feels to be a mentor for junior Sailors in E-division.

“There’s always something to learn if you’re an EM,” said Hartley. 
“It’s satisfying to help others get the job done and it only motivates 
me to do that more.”

After assembling the contactor, we used a multi-meter to check 
the voltage and resistance of the fuses to make sure the contactor 
had energy supplied to it. 

“Our motto is double, triple, quadruple check,” said Verett. “We 
always have to make sure everything works and it won’t harm 
anyone.”

I thought the day ended too soon, when general quarters was called 
over the 1MC. Even though my legs were aching from walking all 
over the ship, I was amazed at how much EMs do on board Lincoln. 
I noticed that during the entire day with E-Division, I didn’t see one 
person change a light bulb. Being an EM is way beyond lights. 

While walking around the ship, I noticed how Hartley knew just 
about everyone we passed. I asked how he knew so many people.

“Being an EM gives me the opportunity to work with Sailors from 
every division,” said Hartley. “We supply the power and they use it 
for the good of the ship.”

Later that night, I lay in my rack thinking the heat in my berthing 
is supplied by E-division. Even electricity that powers the oven that 
my chow comes from is supplied by the EMs. I learned that all the 
things I took for granted on the ship came from the EMs. 

I would like to thank Hartley and the rest of E-Division for giving 
me the opportunity to see what different work they do and how their 
job affects the ship.











Lt. Clinton Stonewall: “His candor and 
his honesty.”

ASAA Samuel Nyssen: “He got to know 
all the junior enlisted, instead of hanging 
out with the khakis all day.”

ABEAN Joshua Cook: “His singing.”

HT3 David Breckner: “His smoke-pit 
jams.”

CSSN Bobby McMillin: “His quick action. One time in San Diego 
we were swamped with trash in the galley. CMC came over the 
1MC and said nobody could go on liberty without taking at least 
one bag of trash with them.”

CS3 Tiannia Wood: “His chuckle.”

DC3 Julianne Frye: “He’s very motivating.”

DCFN David Pratt: “His charitable and giving nature.”

MCC Joel Huval: “He challenged chiefs to step up and take on 
responsibilities they normally wouldn’t have.”

AN Carner: “He actually takes the time to listen to the Sailors.”




