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Lincoln makes pit stop in Pearl Harbor

  Sailors from USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) donned their dress 
whites and gathered on the flight deck to man the rails as the ship pulled 
into Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, Sept. 30, 
after supporting Maritime Security 
Operations, Operations Iraqi Free-
dom and Enduring Freedom for 
nearly seven months.
  The participants rendered solemn 
honors by coming to attention and 
saluting the fallen ship USS Arizo-
na, which was sunk during World 
War II by Japanese war planes. 
Friends and family were waiting 
as Lincoln finally moored in U.S. 
waters.
  In Hawaii, Sailors were given a 
chance to enjoy some of the local 
culture, such as hula dancing, luaus 
and fire dancing.
  Lincoln’s Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation division offered an ex-
pansive list of tours and events, including a tour of the USS Arizona 
Memorial, horseback riding, boogie boarding, cruises, ghost-hunting 

and surfing.
  “I actually got to go snorkeling, which was pretty cool,” said Aviation 
Structural Mechanic 2nd Class Justin Asprer, of Vallejo, Calif.
  Hawaii kicked off the last big event of Lincoln’s deployment; the Tiger 
Cruise. Sailors not only had the chance to meet family and friends, but 

bring them on board for the tran-
sit to San Diego.
  “It was really nice for me to be 
able to bring my dad on board,” 
said Aviation Electrician’s Mate 
3rd Class Henry Gill, of Spartan-
burg, S.C. “He’s always been cu-
rious as to what we do on the ship, 
and this gives me the opportunity 
to show him what goes on.”
 Henry’s father, Dale Gill, of 
Charleston, S.C., spoke about his 
time at sea so far.
 “I have been very impressed 
with the ship so far,” said Dale. 
“But the men and women serving 
on board are even more impres-
sive, and I mean truly outstand-
ing.”

  Leaving Hawaii marked the final leg for Lincoln’s deployment. In San 
Diego, the Lincoln will say farewell to Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, and 
turn homeward to end its seven-month journey.
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Sailors stand at parade rest as USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) sails past the USS Arizona 
Memorial in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.   Lincoln visited Hawaii from Sept. 30 to Oct. 3. 

  USS Abraham Lincoln’s (CVN 72) com-
manding officer, Capt. Patrick Hall, took 
the captain’s gig for the final time Oct., 2, 
in the historic waters of Pearl Harbor. 
  According to a message released by Com-
mander, Naval Air Forces, all captain’s gigs 
must be removed from all aircraft carriers 
by June 30, 2009.  The Naval Aviation En-
terprise Carrier Readiness made the request 
in order to free up space and cut costs. 
   “The captain’s gig is a 33-foot boat on 
board for personal use by the captain,” said 
Chief Boatswain’s Mate Jason Ogle. “Lin-
coln’s Deck Department played a large part 
in the evolution, taking the gig on and off 

the ship, some working each day in port as 
crew members on the captain’s gig and the 
admiral’s barge.”
  Hall was originally going to take his last 
ride during a port call in Pattaya, Thailand, 
last month, but decided Pearl Harbor would 
have more significance.
  “Pearl Harbor still bears the scene of ac-
tion from the attack on Dec. 7, 1941,” said 
Ensign Alvin Weidetz III, a Pensacola, 
Fla. native and the aircraft carrier’s Bos’n. 
“They circumnavigated Ford Island and 
rendered honors to three memorials as they 
passed by the Utah, the Nevada, and the 
Arizona.”
  While relinquishing the captain’s gig 
is projected to save the Navy money and 
man-hours, it will still be missed by many 

Sailors who kept the motor boats operable.
  “When we took the gig out of storage and 
Captain Hall brought it to the ship, it was 
in poor condition,” said Boatswain’s Mate 
2nd Class Nathaniel Kramer, a Mediapo-
lis, Iowa., native. “Through the efforts and 
many hours of numerous personnel, it was 
brought to the standards we adhere to.”
  A coxswain for the captain’s gig, Kramer 
said he worked through much of Abe’s re-
cent port call in Hawaii on its last trek.
  “I’ll be sad to see it go,” said Kramer. “As 
a coxswain, I not only worked on her, I rep-
resented USS Abraham Lincoln for distin-
guished visitors who came on board. It was 
a tremendous honor and privilege to serve 
on the last ride of Captain Hall’s gig, and 
sad to see that tradition disappear.”

Lincoln CO takes Captain’s gig out for one last ride







Sailors raise the ensign for 
morning colors in an Arabian 
Gulf port.
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A plane captain signals to a pilot on 
the flight deck.
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A Sailor takes aim during a live-fire exercise.
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Operations Specialist 2nd Class 
Troy Bannister manages air 
contacts in the Combat Direction 
Center.
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Members of Air Dept. push back an 
F/A-18C Hornet on the flight deck.
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Lt. Joe Huffine, 
flight deck shooter.
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Operations Specialist 2nd Class 
Troy Bannister manages air 
contacts in the Combat Direction 
Center.
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Storekeeper 1st Class Rigo Calilung and Yeoman 
Seaman (AW) Melchar Fernando perfrom a duet.
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Hospital Corpsman 1st 
Class Ferdinand Ajel 
laughs after getting a pie 
to the face during a steel 
beach picnic.
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Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Fuels) Airman 
Jimmy Saturne enjoys a live band and dancing.
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Lincoln Sailors take part in a 
beach clean-up effort in 
Sinagapore.
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Sailors line up for food during a steel beach picnic on the flight deck.
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Lincoln sailors learn about traditional Thai cuisine.
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Lincoln sailors help themselves to food during a Navy 
League reception in Thailand Pattaya, Thailand.
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Lincoln sailors learn about traditional Thai cuisine.
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Lincoln sailors help themselves to food during a Navy 
League reception in Thailand Pattaya, Thailand.
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Storekeeper 2nd Class Mary O’Reilly 
holds a lemur.
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Yeoman 3rd Class Margaret Ueberlauer 
hands out toys hand out toys to 
children in Thailand.
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Reasons we like going home  
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Shipmates
The strength of a warship lies in the hearts and hands of its crew.

Corpsman 2nd Class Keashia Garner, of Health Services Dept., a native of Little 
Rock, Ark., re-enlists in Pearl Harbor with the help of Senior Dental Officer Cmdr. 
Benjamin Young, of Salinas, Calif.  
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10.  It’s not the ship.  

9. More than just two options 
for meals.  

8. Personal space.

7.  Cars.

6. Having non-Sailors around.  

Miraculous!

5.  Exercising without 40 other 
people surrounding you.  

4. There aren’t any racks, just 
beds.

3. More than four TV channels.

2. Getting to see our families.       

1. Remembering what we worked 
seven months straight for. 


