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First responders identify real emergencies

Squadrons change hands in ceremonies
By USS aBRahaM linColn Media depaRtMent

Penny Press Staff

Photo by MC3 Geoffrey Lewis 
Members of Helicopter Anti-submarine Squadron (HS) 2 
look on as Cmdr. Terence A. Hoeft takes command of the 
“Golden Falcons”  during a change of command ceremony 
on board USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72)

“Medical emergency, medical emer-
gency” is an announcement Sailors often 
hear over the 1MC on board USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72). For Health Services 
Department this announcement is critical. A 
medical emergency response team is always 
ready to respond.

Chief Hospital Corpsman (SW/AW) Rus-
sell Cole is one of the senior corpsmen who 

coordinate the medical emergency response 
teams. He said the department developed 
a new process of responding to medical 
emergencies in order to reduce the amount 
of 1MC announcements in case it’s a simple 
case and not an actual emergency.  

“We developed a process to send first 
responder to the scene,” said Cole. “In the 
past, the entire response team would rush 
to get to the location. Now, if we receive a 
phone call saying there’s a medical emer-
gency, we send one person to respond to 

the scene with a radio and response bag, 
which contains first aid kit used for trauma.  
He or she will examine the situation and 
report back to medical if it’s a true medical 
emergency.” 

Cole said once they get the report and it’s 
determined an emergency, they call to the 
boatswain’s mate of the watch to make the 
announcement over the 1MC. 

As the first responder leaves medical, the 
response team is put together. Once the team 

USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) was the host for several change 
of command ceremonies last week. Three of Carrier Airwing (CVW) 
2 squadrons passed control on to new 
officers in three separate ceremonies. 

Cmdr. Terence A. Hoeft took the helm as 
Commanding Officer of Helicopter Anti- 
submarine Squadron (HS) 2, replacing 
Cmdr. Edward J. Iocco during a change 
of command ceremony aboard USS Abra-
ham Lincoln (CVN 72) July 1.

The ceremony took place on Lincoln’s 
flight deck before many members of 
HS- 2.  Rear Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, 
commander Carrier Strike Group 9, spoke 
to members of HS-2.

“It’s sad to see a shipmate leave here.” 
Buskirk said.  “It’s great to be associated 
with this group; you guys are doing a 
tremendous job,” 

Iocco will be transferring to the National War College in Washington 
D.C. to further his education.

Hoeft is a 1990 graduate of the University of Florida where he earned 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mathematics.  He was commissioned 
as a Naval Aviator in 1993. Hoeft received his Master of Science Degree 
in operations research from Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, 
Calif., in 1999.  His thesis received runner-up honors for the MORS-
Tisdale award.

Hoeft’s sea tours include USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63), USS Carl Vinson 
(CVN 70) and USS Dubuque (LPD 8).  During these tours Hoeft 
received numerous qualifications including Combat Information Center 
Watch Officer, Command Duty Officer and INSURV coordinator.

“I’ve seen the Golden Falcons in action,” Hoeft said.  “There is no 
other squadron I’d rather be associated 
with.  No other place I’d rather be.  It’s 
an honor to be the Commanding Officer 
of HS 2,” said Hoeft.

In 2002, Hoeft reported to the “Char-
gers” of HS 14, forward deployed in 
Atsugi, Japan.  During his department 
head tour, Hoeft served as Safety Officer, 
Training Officer and Operations Officer.  
During his tenure as Squadron Operations 
Officer, the Chargers earned back-to-back 
(2003/2004) Battle E awards, the 2003 
Isbell award and the 2003 Thach award 
for Anti Submarine Warfare (ASW) and 
carrier-based operational excellence.  
Hoeft was also named Commander Anti-
submarine Helicopter Squadron pilot of 

the year for 2003.
In 2004, Hoeft reported to the Navy Staff (Assessments Division) 

as a staff analyst and action officer, working closely with the Joint 
Staff (J8).  During this assignment, Hoeft deployed to Kuwait as an 
Individual Augmentee for six months, from August 2005 through 
February of 2006.
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Hoeft’s awards include the Air Medal 
(Strike/flight), Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal (Five), Combat V, Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal (two) and 
other various campaign and service medals.  

‘Saberhawks’
Cmdr. Jack P. Olive replaced Cmdr. Shawn 

P. Malone, as Helicopter Anti- submarine 
Squadron Light (HSL) 47’s newest com-
manding officer in a change of command 
ceremony aboard USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) July 2.

The ceremony took place on Lincoln’s flight 
deck with members of HSL  47.  The squadron 
looked on as a symbolic lead change took 
place in the air. 

In the aviation community, a lead change 
represents the passing of responsibility of the 
flight from one aircraft to another.  It was the 
first time an air lead change took place within 
HSL 47.

Malone assumed command of HSL-47 on 
May 1, 2007.  During his tour, the “Saber-
hawks” deployed to the Western Pacific and 
completed the second “Bravo to Sea” deploy-
ment with Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 attached 
to USS Abraham Lincoln.

 Jack P. Olive enlisted in the Navy in 1986 
and graduated from Naval Nuclear Power 
School in 1988.  He was selected for an 
NROTC scholarship to Jacksonville Univer-
sity where he graduated Magna Cum Laude 

in 1991 with a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Political Science.  Olive was designated 
as a Naval Aviator in 1993 and reported to 
Naval Air Station North Island, Calif., for 
flight training in the SB-60B 
Seahawk.   

Olive’s sea tours include 
USS Lake Chaplain (CG 57), 
USS Fife (DD 991), USS 
Dubuque (LPD 8) and USS 
Fletcher (DDG 992). During 
these tours, Olive served in 
numerous positions including 
Air Boss, Safety and Main-
tenance Officer and Aircraft 
Division Officer.

In 1998, Olive reported to 
Monterey, Calif., as the Flag 
Aide to the Superintendent of 
Naval Postgraduate School.  
During this time, Olive gradu-
ated from the Marine Corps 
Command and Staff College.

In 2004, Olive was ordered to Naval Per-
sonnel Command in Millington, Tenn., where 
he served as the Strike Helicopter Placement 
Officer.  While there, Olive received a Master 
of Science Degree in operations management 
from the University of Arkansas and gradu-
ated from the Joint Forces Command and 
Staff College.

Olive’s awards include the Air Medal 
(Strike/Flight), Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal (Five), Navy and Marine 

Corps Achievement Medal 
and other various service 
and campaign medals.   

‘Sun Kings’
On July 3, the reins of 

the “Sun Kings” of Air-
borne Early Warning 
Squadron (VAW) 116 were 
passed from Cmdr. Randy 
Blackmon to Cmdr. Herb 
Carmen in a ceremony 
performed in Lincoln’s 
hangar bay. Carmen served 
as the executive officer 
of the “Sun Kings” prior 

to becoming the new com-
manding officer. 

 Carmen originally came 

to the “Sun Kings” from Commander, Air-
borne Command Control and Logistics Wing 
staff as operations officer.  As the new com-
manding officer of the “Sun Kings” Carmen 

expressed excitement to be named the leader 
of this fine squadron, citing the honor he felt 
with his new responsibility to the “Sun Kings” 
and Lincoln. Carmen was designated a naval 
aviator in 1993 and has since served with the 
Fleet Logistics Support Squadron (VRC) 40 
out of Norfolk, Va. He also served on board 
USS George Washington (CVN 73) where he 
served as part of Operations Joint Endeavor 
and Southern Watch. 

From there Carmen went on to cross-train 
with the “Bluetails” of Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron (VAW) 120 in Norfolk, Va. where

he served as the aviation safety officer and 
assistant operations officer. In 1999, Carmen 
became an instructor pilot with VAW 120 as 
well as the assistant training officer, quality 
assurance officer and E-2C flight demonstra-
tion pilot. Since then Carmen has also served 
with the “Liberty Bells” of Airborne Early 
Warning Squadron (VAW) 115 from Atsugi, 
Japan. Carmen also deployed with USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV 63) in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

Carmen has personally logged over 3,700 
flight hours and has been awarded the Defense 
Meritorious Service medal, three Strike/
Flight Air Medals, four Navy Commendation 
Medals, the Joint Service Achievement Medal 
and five Navy Achievement Medals. 

 
   

Photo by MC3 Brandon Wilson
Cmdr. Randy Blackmon, left, and Cmdr. Herb Carmen salute 
each other during their change of command ceremeony for the 
“Sun Kings”  held on board USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). 

Photo by MC2 James Evans
Cmdr. Jack P. Olive, left, and Cmdr. Shawn P.  Malone, right, dis-
cuss the change of command with Capt. John Aquilino, Carrier 
Air Wing (CVW) 2, center, prior to the ceremonial flight. 
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1778 - Allied French fleet 
under Comte d’Estaing 
arrives in America. 

1853 - Commodore Mat-
thew C. Perry sails his 
squadron into Tokyo Bay. 
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is ready, they head out to the scene location.
Each team consists of five corpsmen and one care provider. 

They bring a trauma bag, airway bag, defibrillator and stretcher 
to the scene when their team is called to respond. And when an 
emergency is called, these 
teams need to know the 
layout of the ship. 

“It is important to under-
stand how to read ‘tac 
numbers’ because that’s 
how we identify and locate 
the spaces,” said Cole. 

“Then it’s important to 
know what to do because 
you’ll never know what 
you’re going to walk into. 
Make sure the space is 
safe, and then check for 
ABCs (air, breathing and 
circulation).”

Hospital Corpsman 1st 
Class (SW/AW) Amiel 
Guerrero is a member of 
the medical response team; 
he deals with trauma cases 
and carries a first response 
kit.  

“When I hear the medical emergency whistle, I drop anything 
I’m doing,” said Guerrero. “I go to the station, find out the location 
and grab the gear, then start heading to the location, at the same 
time I try to figure out the easiest route.”

Guerrero said when they call medical emergency away, it’s 
important to get to the location right away. They call this time period 
“golden minute,” it’s about 5 to 10 minutes to get to the location.

“I think I can say that I know how to get to every part of the ship,” 
said Guerrero. “The quicker the response, the better. Especially if 
it’s a trauma situation and somebody’s bleeding. We want to get 
there as quickly as possible.”

“The ship’s role when they call medical emergency is to stand 
by and clear the area,” said 
Guerrero. 

“A lot of times there are 
shipmates that help us; 
they direct us to the exact 
location. Sometimes they 
would be a stretcher bearer 
and carry the patient back 
to medical.”

Guerrero said medical 
emergency is like dialing 
911, but instead Sailors 
dial 7633 or 7MED on 
board.

“Some cases that I’ve 
encountered are Sailors 
falling out because of heat 
stress, fractured bones, 
difficulty breathing and 
more,” said Guerrero. “We 
are here to give a quick 
response to any type of 
casualty. We will respond 

to give medical attention to someone in need.”
Guerrero said being a member of the medical response team is 

challenging. He uses his knowledge in other medical techniques 
besides the skills that he uses on his daily job as the advanced 
laboratory technician. 

Photo by MC2 Arianne Anderson
Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Dennis Capiendo performs first aid to an “injured” 
service member during a mass casualty exercise on board USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72). Sailors in Abe’s Health Services Department perform these drills as part 
of a way to keep their skills sharp in case they need to serve in an emergency. 
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Final Thoughts
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Shipmates
The strength of a warship lies in the hearts and hands of its crew.

10. Everyone “knows” the sched-
ule is changing but can’t seem to 
remember who told them.   

9. Deployment countdown track-
ers are checked obsessively. 

8. You notice the ticking of the 
clock pauses frequently during 
the day...but only in your imagi-
nation. 

7. New people can finally find 
their way around the ship, thus 
prompting old salts to steer them 
wrong whenever possible. 

6. You have read every book in 
the library. Twice. 

5. You are laughing at the Top 
10 noting how witty we seem to 
have become. 

4. People are starting to get a 
glazed look in their eyes, akin 
to tunnel vision. The end is in 
sight!

3. The best of friends are ready 
to strangle each other. 

2. You would give anything for 
some privacy from your 5,000 
closest friends. 

1. Forced hydration. No sense in 
dehydrating now! 

Ways to know deployment is 
halfway over...
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Sailors on board 
USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72) 
perform morning 
colors, the Navy 
tradition of rais-
ing the American 
flag over the ship 
while in port. Lin-
coln is currently 
on a scheduled 
s e v e n - m o n t h 
deployment to 
the 5th Fleet Area 
of Operations. 


